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Kiwanians,
We have an International 
Trustee assigned to 
Michigan each year. Our 
trustee this year is Gary 
Levine, an extremely 
knowledgeable person of 
Kiwanis and The Formula,  
opening and strengthening clubs.
One of Gary's contribution for us is 
developing a number of Kiwanis moments 
to help all of us become stronger 
Kiwanians in our clubs and help us to 
provide more service to our children and 
families in our communities. 
Here is Gary's first Mighty Minutes.  You 
will also see his videos on our website,  
social media and other vehicles to spread 
his information.

Our Michigan District was honored to host the Aktion 
Club Training & Leadership Conference at Camp Michindoh 
in Hillsdale Michigan. The weather was exquisitely beautiful 
all weekend, allowing Aktion Club members, advisors, and 
leaders from Pennsylvania, New York, Indiana, and Michigan many 
opportunities for hiking and laughter-filled hayrides across charming 
rolling hills and wetlands. Lovely sleeping cabins, situated beside a stunning 
spring-fed lake, were shared among various Aktion Clubs, letting members have 
the ability to develop new friendships with sister clubs. It was a weekend filled with 
learning, leadership, love, and laughter.

Our Aktion Club Mission, “to provide adults with disabilities an opportunity to 
develop initiative and leadership skills and to serve their community,” was certainly 
present throughout the weekend. The event began with a motivational speech by 
keynote speaker Anthony Ianni. Anthony Ianni is the first known athlete with autism 
to play Big 10 basketball. He inspired our members to dream big and never give up 
on those dreams, even in the face of adversity. 

Michigan 58th District Represented Eric Leautheuser, Hillsdale Mayor Scott 
Sessions, and Past President of Kiwanis International, Sue Petrisin, provided up-
lifting welcomes at the opening session. The evening concluded with roaring bonfires 
and a stargazing event for members’ enjoyment.  Circle K volunteers directed the 
community bonfire activities with s’mores and scary ghost stories. Campfire songs 
were led by Lansing Kiwanian, Bob Nelson.  Dr. Timothy Dolch, assistant professor 

AKTION TRAINING AND 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
A Weekend filled with Learning, Leadership, Love and Laughter

Click here to read more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7T1MfZIvpkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7T1MfZIvpkw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7T1MfZIvpkw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7T1MfZIvpkw 
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Governor

You can reach me at 
Governor@mikiwanis.org

I want to hear from you!

Marian O’Higgins
2017-18 Governor 
Michigan District
Governor@mikiwanis.org

Clubs are now underway with the goals you have developed to have your individual 
clubs achieve a successful year.  It is time to check that your goals are realistic and 
obtainable.

Are new leaders identified and leading in club projects?  Is your club working towards 
bringing in new members?  Using a variety of marketing tools?  Are more members 
volunteering and more projects available for members to participate in your community?

The year will go by fast!  Please seek assistance from your District leaders to help you.  
Inside the Michigan Builder, we are providing everyone a Directory of all Lt. Governors, 
District Chairs, Executive Committee and words of wisdom from our International Trustee 
Gary Levine.  A phone call or email will get you in touch with people to be speakers, help 
you with your goals or just give ideas that will move your club forward.  I know each club 
is unique and we want to offer assistance to your club and its uniqueness.

The Executive Committee:  Governor Marian O’Higgins, Governor Elect Larry 
Memmer, Immediate past Governor Dee Hudson, Executive Director Greg Smith, 
and Co-Chair Lt. Governors Kelly Dougherty and Sarah Kew have ordered and are 
in the process of distributing 50 personalized trifolds, unique to your club, to help 

assist in your search to recruit new members.  Any additional (in groups of 50) 
are free from Kiwanis International by clicking on the red button for more 

information. 

Please also plan on attending our Leadership Forum in February, 2018 
(click here for this article in this newsletter).  If you are interested in moving 
forward in your club, or in any part of your life’s interest, THIS IS FOR YOU!  It 
is new, different and unique.  Mark your Calendars.

As this season of Christmas approaches, PLEASE remember to thank all who 
help you, in your Family, Club, and wherever you go and give back to your 

communities.  The best Christmas gift a person can give is the giving of yourself.

I want to extend my heartfelt wishes to you, your families, friends and all in your 
life for a season of Health, Happiness and Continued Success and Appreciation.  Each 
day is a gift given to us, seize the day, enjoy it to the fullest and Share with all!  

      MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Are Your Goals 
Realistic and Obtainable?

http://www2.kiwanis.org/theformula/strengthen-your-club/tips-and-tools-for-inviting-others/club-brochures#.Wh2tckqnFdg
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of physics at Hillsdale College, described the stars in the Michigan skies as members 
viewed the stars with powerful telescopes provided by the college.

Members awoke on Saturday morning to a wellness yoga session with instructor 
Theresa Griffin, followed by a busy day of leadership training led by District Leadership 
Development and Education Coordinator, Preston Abadie, and Michigan Circle K 
officers and volunteers.  Michigan Aktion Club Governor, Simone Taylor spoke about 
the joys of becoming an Aktion Club member. Thomas Kouros gave an energizing 
presentation after lunch with a fun dance session, followed by a discussion on the 
importance of health and wellness for people living with disabilities.

Aktion Club members poured their hearts and energy into the afternoon service 
projects, decorating and filling sunshine boxes for the Victim Services Unit in Hillsdale 
County with items to help console people whose lives have been affected by traumatic 
events, and Christmas boxes for Operation Christmas Child to be sent to children in 
need around the world.  

 The County Western dance, organized and led by Circle K and Key Club Volunteers, 
was the highlight of the evening. Members, advisors, and volunteers were able to 
dance the night away after Hillsdale Kiwanian, Joan VanArsdalen, taught a line dance 
class to everyone’s delight. 

Michigan District Governor Marian O’Higgins started the day off Sunday with an 
inspirational speech thanking members of all their service in their communities the past 
year and encouraging them to continue with their good works in the upcoming year.  
Members displayed their leadership skills as they presented highlights of their clubs’ 
best service projects and fundraising events during the past year.  The conference 
ended with inspired members sharing personalized reflections about the conference. 
Building new friendships topped the list!

A heart filled thanks to all the Host Committee, Kiwanis International and Michigan 
District leaders, advisors, Kiwanians, and Kiwanis Family of Circle K and Key Club 
members who showed up in force. The conference successes were a result of your never-
ending enthusiasm and thoughtfulness. Thanks to all volunteering that organized the 
event, provided leadership training, and led activities.  The conference gave Aktion 
Club members a unique opportunity to develop initiative, leadership skills and serve 
their community over the weekend event.

See you next year, September 14-16, 2018 for the next Michigan District Aktion 
Club Convention at Rock Lake Christian Assembly Camp in Vestaburg, Michigan.

Continued from page 1
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Larry Memmer
2017-18 Governor-Elect
Michigan District 
Governor-elect@mikiwanis.org

I just returned from the Governor Elect training conference and the message is loud and clear that our focus must be on 
growth and membership.  Poly Lat, 2017 – 18 International President Elect is continuing the membership theme of opening new 
clubs and mentoring our existing clubs.

Over the past year, there have been two initiatives:  The Formula, a system of support and strategies for opening clubs, 
and mentoring existing clubs; Eye of the Tiger created to provide support above and beyond existing efforts to strengthen 
membership.  Michigan strategies need to continue the successful support of the membership and engagement as a priority.  
We need to continue the efforts and momentum of the Formula under the leadership of Andre Laubach and the Formula Team.

FORMULA 2017-18 INITIATIVE: When you love something – when something really matters to you – you want people to 
love it with you.  You want it to be part of your life.

EYE of the TIGER 2017-18 INITIATIVE: What we can achieve together greatly exceeds what we can do individually.

2016-2017 Update
Over the past year, Michigan opened 7 new clubs.   This was achieved by an army of dedicated Michigan Kiwanians.  We 

have done well, but we must continue to work hard because this year’s goal is to open 12 new clubs!   
Opening new clubs was only part of the picture.  Thanks to all your efforts to invite members to join Kiwanis, we added 663 

new members to the Michigan District.   We thought we were on the road to finish with a net gain for the year.  Unfortunately, at 
the end of the Kiwanis year, we had 5 clubs close, and members deleted from existing clubs to create a total loss of 54 members.

Although this is only a 1.2% loss, the lowest in many years, it was still a disappointment.
To have more accuracy in our numbers, and know what the district is really doing, it is important that clubs keep rosters 

up-to-date throughout the year, instead of waiting until the end of September.  From September 1st till October 10th, there were 
389 deletes.

With the call to action to open 12 clubs this year, we are going to need lots of help.  Look around you, notice communities 
near your club.  Would this be a good community to add another club? Are there people you know in your community that would 
be a good Kiwanian?  Think about ways you can help the Michigan District continue to grow.  Call your Lt. Governor to share your 
ideas.  Volunteer to help with a club opening.  Let your Formula team know if your club needs some help!   We are a good, strong 
district, and together we can make a difference!  Remember as your Governor-Elect, I am opened minded and here to help the 
Michigan District achieve our goals.  If you need anything let me know. 

GOAL: Build, retain and support a growing membership base.

“Greatness is not a function of circumstance.  Greatness, 
it turns out, is largely a matter of conscious choice, and 
discipline.” – Jim Collins, Author of the book “Good to Great and the Social Sectors”.

Governor Elect

MAKING a DIFFERENCE TOGETHER
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From your friends across the Michigan District of Kiwanis

Kiwanians listed 
below have made a 
contribution to the 

Program to wish 
you and your family 
happy holidays and 
to ensure a better 

holiday season 
for hospitalized 

children around our 
Michigan District 

Preston & Carol Abadie
Robert Adair
Pat & Dick Allen
J. Douglas Alexander Sec./Treas. Emeritus
Kathy Alexander, Admin. Secretary
Richard D. Aurand
Craig Avery
Past Governor David Babbage & Fran
Margie Ballheim, Peanut & Josie
Shestine Barnett
Bonnie Bartlett, Lt. Governor
Howard Becker
Marybeth Beebe
Beverly Belau
John & Barbara Bigari
Charles Bilssell
Denis & Patty Boismier
Judi and Tim Braun
Past Governor George Brown & Joan 
Denise Browning
Randy C. & Marjorie J. Burritt
Richard A. & Joan C. Buttery
Michael & Linda Cahalan
Natividad Castillo
Beth Caswell
Bill Chynoweth
Angie & Al Cotto
Susan Cox-Grizzle, Lt. Governor 
Brian Crabtree
Robert W. Curran
Linton & Arlene Davidson
Tim Dibble
Past Governor Dennis Dimoff & Denise 
Division 5
Joyce Dixon
D. Dennis Dudley
Barb & Bill Duran
Donna Dysinger
Paul & Louisa Elsey
Mary & Fred Evans
Mercia Foster, K-Kids Admin.
Linda & Larry French
Barbara Gallaway
Chuck Gartner
Don Garvin
Dean M. Gettemy
Lisa Gilman
John & Sherri Goff
Past Governor William Gohier & Regina 
David B. Goodwin, CPCU
Robert Gray & Susan M. Smith

Scott Greenlee, Pres. East Lansing
Judy Greer
Mike & Mary Gyolai
Past Governor Nels Haan & Jan 
Ron Hagen
Jeanette Harris
Linda-Ann Heldt
Karl-Rainer Hermann
Lisa Hicks-Clayton, Past Lt. Governor
Henry & Rita Hill
Pam Hilts
Austin & Joanne Hoffman
Pastor Rick & Loretta Hogan
Brenden Hoy
Immediate Past Governor Dee Hudson & Al 
Barb & Jerry Humitz
Judy & Dave Hunter
In Memory of Art Koester
In Memory of Skip & Erma Clack
In Memory of Marvin Haigh, 60 yr. member
In Memory of Past Foundation Trustee John Portice
Donald Jacot
Tom Jankowski, Lt. Gov. 2001-2002
Jeff Jenks, Past President Cosmo Detroit
Don Johnson, Pres. Belleville Area
Kay & Jim Jorgensen
Daniel Kardas
Judge Kurt Kersten
Sarah Kew, Lt. Governor
Kids Coalition Against Hunger
Brian & Margaret Kidston
Don & Lynne Killion
Diane L. Kinlen
Sharon Kirby, Lt. Governor & Larry
Kiwanis Club of Addison
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Western
Kiwanis Club of Belleville Area
Kiwanis Club of Brooklyn
Kiwanis Club of Clinton Township
Kiwanis Club of Colonial Plymouth
Kiwanis Club of Cosmopolitan Detroit
Kiwanis Club of Davison 
Kiwanis Club of Dearborn
Kiwanis Club of Dearborn Heights
Kiwanis Club of Dearborn Outer Drive
Kiwanis Club of Dundee
Kiwanis Club of Garden City
Kiwanis Club of Livonia Early Risers
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Kiwanis Club of Melvindale
Kiwanis Club of Mendon
Kiwanis Club of Metro Detroit YP
Kiwanis Club of Northville Noon
Kiwanis Club of Paw Paw
Kiwanis Club of Plymouth
Kiwanis Club of Romeo Area
Kiwanis Club of Roseville-Warren
Kiwanis Club of Shorewood
Kiwanis Club of South Lansing
Kiwanis Club of Warren
Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven
Kiwanis Club of Wyandotte 1000
Past Governor Roy Klay & Jeannine
Pat Korloch & Ron Mercer
Loretta & Jack Kramer
Beth & David LaBelle
Tony Lalli
Carl E. Lamphere
Eloise Lavin, Lavin Consulting LLC
Past Governor Linda Lawther & Jeff
Ivan Lewis
The Dale Leslie Family
George Lukawski
Richard Luther, MI Foundation Trustee Div. 21
Don & Bev Lutz
Eleonor Madiclum Jenks, Lt. Governor
Edward Manuszak
Wendy Marecle & Family
Jim Marsh
Billy & Dianne Martin
Barb & Bob McCoy
Donna McLaughlin-Shueres
Hugh & Peggy McNichol
Past Governor Joseph Medrano & Carol Presley
Walter Meiers
Annie & Tom Meitzler
Larry & Nancy Memmer
John Merten
Linda Michalek, Lt. Governor 
Michigan District of Circle K
Duane Miller, Lt. Governor & Diana 
Wesi Modolo
Ann Moody
George & Donna Morehead
Kristin Music, friend of DWK
April Muzik
Past Governor Stan Nelson & Gerri 
Renato Noceda
Mayor Pat Odette
Marian O'Higgins, Governor 
Vicki Virgo Okuniewski
Van S. Ong, Past Lt. Governor & Nora, PP
Thomas Osbourne
Mark & Janet Ott
Jacqueline Otto, Lt. Governor 
Gene R. Overholt, Past International President
Gerard Page
Lydia & Roger Palaganas, Past Lt. Governors

Carl Papa
Dennis & Peggie Pedenelli
Beth Pelkey 
Darrel & Joan Penix
Raul Perez, Sec. Cosmo Detroit
Charles A. Phibbs, Past. Lt. Governor
Alyson & Kyrsten Podwoiski
JoAnne Prieur
Past Governor Ben Probert & Jeri
Ellen & Michael Pugh                                                     
Mark Rabaut, Pres. Kiwanis Int'l. Found. 2015-16
Dave Rainone
Dick Raison, Past Lt. Governor & Jan 
Bruce Rayce, Lt. Governor 
Sally Reynolds
Dave Richards
Jim & Rosemary Robbins
Rosemary Robinson
Rocky Roland
Past Governor Phil Rutledge
Vic Samuelson
Milos Saravolatz
Gordon & Margie Schleicher
Kelly Schleicher
Ray Scoboria
Steven Sczytko
Denny Shumway, Lt. Goverrnor-Elect 
Elaine Shumway
Richard Smit
Greg Smith
Sheridan & Sallie Springer
John Steele
Rowdy, Lori, Austin & Alexis Stillwell
Clif Stone
Dan Stoneback
Linda Streetman
Gary & Beverly Surratt
Mayor Andrew M. & Darlene Swift
Dave & Janet Talbott
Jane Talcott
Tom Talluto
Jeff & Brenda Theobald
Lauren & Rob Toth
Rebecca Tungol, Past Lt. Governor
Past Governors Bill & Joan Van Arsdalen
Dr Donald F. Van Every
Mary & Werner Von Daggenhausen
Dave Walby
Jerry & Jan Warstler
Jacquie Whidby, Past Lt. Governor
Harold Whittemore
Jackie & Wesley Wickham
Janice Wilber
Kathie Wilder
Marie Wilkins
Past Governor Liz Wilson
Arlene Wolf
Joe & Judy Wolfe
Colleen Woof
William Wright
Don & Kathy Yokley
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It is with great enthusiasm that I announce my candidacy 
for 2018-19 Governor- Elect of the Mighty Michigan District, 
with the unanimous support of my home club, Downriver 
West Kiwanis and Division 5.  I have served as: a distinguished 
club secretary, distinguished club president, multiple 
committee chairperson positions, worked with the Formula 
team in various capacities on the opening of more than a half 
dozen clubs, as a club counselor, as an adult facilitator for 
Key Leader, 2 years as the District Chair for Marketing and 
public relations, and as the Lt. Governor class chair for the 
last 2 years. Now I aspire to continue my growth and provide 
leadership for the Michigan District.  

“Individual commitment to a group effort- that is what 
makes a team work, a company work, a society work or a 
civilization work”, acutely stated by Vince Lombardi.  The 
past several years we have seen a momentum developing 
towards progressive goals.  Goals that drive us to be more 
effective in our communities, encourage more meaningful 
fellowship in our clubs and enriching our own lives.  Working 
hand in hand with the last several Governors, I have observed 
the amount of commitment it truly takes for these leaders to 
propel our district to where we are today.  

Every Member, Every Club!  That is what I’d like to focus 
on.   Every member, in every club has an asset that can take us 
to previously unchartered territory.  Every member, in every 
club has a passion for Kiwanis that could spread like wild fire.  
Every member, in every club deserves to have a leadership 
team that is working for them.  Every member, in every club 
should feel valued and respected.  Every member, in every 
club should have fun! 

One of my favorite leaders in history is Martin Luther King 
Jr. and he said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, 
‘What are you doing for others?’” To that I would answer:  I’m 
running for Governor- Elect to serve Every Member, in every 
club of the Mighty Michigan District.  

Respectfully yours,

Sarah Kew 
Announces Candidacy 

for Governor - Elect

Lt. Governor, Division 5
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Marian O'Higgins
Governor
586-801-6706
governor@mikiwanis.org
2017 – 2018 is the Eye of the Tiger = Focused, Confident 
and Determined = New Clubs and Members = More 
Service for our Children

Larry Memmer
Governor-Elect 
262-227-5583 
governor-elect@mikiwanis.org
I am focused on preparing for being Governor in 2018-2019.  
Focused on membership growth of new clubs and retention 
of membership.

Dee Hudson
Immediate Past Governor
616-293-3111
immedpastgovernor@mikiwanis.org
My responsibilities this year are as Finance Committee Chair, 
as well as to mentor the Governor and Governor-Elect when 
and if needed.

Greg Smith
Executive Director
586-530-5174
executivedirector@mikiwanis.org
The Executive Director supports and is a resource for Kiwanis 
Clubs and is responsible for getting the name of Kiwanis out 
to the general public.

Eleonor Madiclum-Jenks
LG Division 1
248-506-8058 
marlboroblench@yahoo.com
Being the Lt. Governor, I lead the Division 1 clubs membership 
team and provide tools, resources and support to each club 
and mentor new clubs. I help link the District leadership to 
your club. 

Linda Michalek
LG Division 2
313-466-1994
lmcsi68@rocketmail.com
Facilitator of Division 2 Action Plan.

Lori Stillwell
LG Division 3
586-295-7957
Lori2547@yahoo.com
As the CKI Administrator I oversee 15 colleges and over 500 
students. As a LTG in Division 3 I oversee 15 clubs. As the 
Foundation Trustee I educate the clubs in Division 3 on the 4 
hospitals the Foundation supports. 

Susie Grizzle
LG Division 4
734-856-6855 
susiegrizzle@outlook.com
As lieutenant governor I will be working with existing clubs and 
opening new clubs . Help strengthen clubs. Working with my clubs 
leaders to ensure that they feel supported , help them with information 
to improve their clubs, building a stronger Kiwanis family all together.

Sarah Kew
LG Divison 5
586-531-5505 
SarahKew@Ymail.com
As a Lt. Governor, it is my job to serve as the liason between 
the Michigan District and clubs in my division.  I do so by 
attending club meetings, projects, and planning divisional 
gatherings.  

Jacki Otto
LG Division 6
734-368-2251 
jackiotto@yahoo.com
As the Lt. Governor of Division 6, Kiwanis is my superpower 
and together as clubs, we serve our communities and I serve 
and support other clubs. We accomplish so much more when 
we serve together - together we grow stronger as Kiwanis!   

Kelly Dougherty
LG Division 7
248-961-0307
kellyjdougherty@gmail.com
As Lt Governor, I work with all of the clubs in my division to 
help them increase their impact in their communities. I work 
with them on everything from membership growth ideas and 
marketing techniques, to new service project opportunities 
and joint club events. 

Bruce Rayce
LG Divison 10
989-859-7109 
Bmrayce @aol.com
Lt. Governor and Chief Cheerleader for Div. 10
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Bonnie Bartlett
LG Division 11
517 768-0963
grandmabutterfly@comcast.net
I work with the 10 clubs in division 11 that are amazing and we 
are working on our goals that were set for the Division and 
the District

Vacant
LG Division 12 

Pat Lynch
LG Division 13
269-760-3732
plynchrph@yahoo.com   
My main objectives for this year are to get each club to 
designate a social media specialist to help us all to better 
learn to use this tool to reach out and to recruit new 
members.

Ellen Eich
LG Division 14
616-502-0902
e_eich@yahoo.com
Member retention and involvement, recruitment of new 
members and providing a source of inspiration, fun and 
guidance for Division 14 is what I see are the priorities of the 
Lt. Governor position.

John Allen
LG Division 16
517-881-0933
allen-john@comcast.net
As Lt Gov for Division 16, I am a resource for my clubs. I assist 
them with recruiting new members, education, and keep 
them updated on developments in the Michigan District and 
Kiwanis International

Tod Sorensen
LG Division 17
810-691-0754
tods1960@gmail.com
As Lt. Governor my primary responsibility is to further 
the vision of the Executive Director of the Michigan District 
of Kiwanis, by being a liaison, a mentor, and a support 
mechanism for the clubs of Division 17 is accomplishing their 
club goals."

Cheryll Warren
LG Division 18
989-277-3106
cheryll.warren@gmail.com
Lt. Governor for Division 18 which includes the Kiwanis clubs 
of Chesaning, East Lansing, Haslett, Owosso, Shiawassee-
Owosso, St. John's and Williamston

Duane Miller
LG Division 19
989-802-2024 
duane@ddmiller.net
Encourager, cheerleader, and support for Div. 19 clubs

Diana Needham
LG Division 20
231-384-1509
ladydianaln@gmail.com
Help clubs in the division become strong, healthy and fun 
clubs.

Sharon Kirby
LG Division 21
989-464-0588 
kirbysrk@gmail.com
I am cheerleader and supporter of the new Division 21 - 
Alpena, Rogers City, Cheboygan, Gaylord, Indian River, St. 
Ignace and Newberry clubs and provide president's training 
for new and returning club presidents.  

Sue Devon
Aktion Club Administrator
517-331-6256 
susancdevon@gmail.com
As your Aktion Club Administrator, I am here to serve your clubs in any way 
I can!  I will act as your ambassador to the Kiwanis District and Kiwanis 
International as well as provide training opportunity to your club members 
and advisors as requested.  I will help promote the growth of Aktion Clubs 
by seeking out opportunities to open new clubs in our district

Nicole Gayney
Builders Club Administrator
616-322-6299
nicole@grosseilekiwanis.org

Mercia Foster
K-Kids Administrator
989-775-8544
merciaj.foster@gmail.com
My job is to support and encourage the existing K-Kids clubs 
and assist in the building of new clubs in our District.  I 
welcome contact from Kiwanis Advisors around the state and 
information on your K-Kids

Bryan Crenshaw
Key Club Administrator
517-256-6573
administrator@mikeyclub.org

Dear	Greg,	

	

Thank	you	for	your	patience	in	waiting	for	this	communication.	Please	find	the	requested	picture,	along	
with	the	informational	blurb.	

	

	

	

Greetings	to	all	my	name	is	Larry	Kirby	and	I	am	honored	to	serve	as	the	Human	and	Spiritual	Values	
Chairman	for	the	Michigan	District.	I	have	been	a	Kiwanis	member	for	four	years.	My	wife	Sharon	has	
been	involved	for	about	12	years.	We	love	this	organization	and	are	pleased	to	serve	in	this	capacity.	
Please	feel	free	to	communicate	with	me	regarding	any	Spiritual	and	Human	Values	related	issues	that	
you	see	in	your	club.	This	will	help	us	determine	the	direction	the	Spiritual	and	Human	Values	
responsibilities	will	develop	into	over	the	next	few	years.	For	any	help	that	you	may	need	or	any	input	
that	you	may	have	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	at	989-464-2649	or	email	me	at	
ldkirby02@charter.net.	
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Robert (Scott) MacKenzie 
 

 
 
Current employment  

Executive Director Charlevoix Area Humane Society  

Dedicated to the protection and care of all animals, Charlevoix Area Humane Society is a non-
profit 501(c)3 animal shelter that has been serving the communities in the Lake Charlevoix area, 
Boyne City, Boyne Falls, Charlevoix, East Jordan and Walloon Lake since 1974. 
 

Founding Partner Courteous Driver  

Courteous Driver is a driver AP reporting and monitoring system. 
Give yourself piece of mind knowing your child or driver will be safe out on the road. 
 

CEO 

Scott MacKenzie Auction Services and "Fun" Raising  

As Auctioneer and MC has helped raise over 5 million dollars for Michigan charities.  

Part time Concierge, Boyne USA at the Mountain Grand Lodge  

Past emplyment 

Dear	Greg,	

	

Thank	you	for	your	patience	in	waiting	for	this	communication.	Please	find	the	requested	picture,	along	
with	the	informational	blurb.	

	

	

	

Greetings	to	all	my	name	is	Larry	Kirby	and	I	am	honored	to	serve	as	the	Human	and	Spiritual	Values	
Chairman	for	the	Michigan	District.	I	have	been	a	Kiwanis	member	for	four	years.	My	wife	Sharon	has	
been	involved	for	about	12	years.	We	love	this	organization	and	are	pleased	to	serve	in	this	capacity.	
Please	feel	free	to	communicate	with	me	regarding	any	Spiritual	and	Human	Values	related	issues	that	
you	see	in	your	club.	This	will	help	us	determine	the	direction	the	Spiritual	and	Human	Values	
responsibilities	will	develop	into	over	the	next	few	years.	For	any	help	that	you	may	need	or	any	input	
that	you	may	have	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	at	989-464-2649	or	email	me	at	
ldkirby02@charter.net.	

Carol Abadie
Key Leader Chair
734-624-1190 
CABADIE@Comcast.net
Responsibilities/Duties :   To Market, promote, coordinate and 
facilitate Michigan’s Key Leader Weekend

Elizabeth Peters
By-Laws & Policies Chair
989-792-4499
Lpeters@masudlaborlaw.com

Syrina Dawson
District Convention Co-Chair
231-675-2492
syrina@charter.net
Syrina is looking forward to helping organize the 2018 District 
Convention and welcoming everyone to the Boyne area!

Scott MacKenzie
District Convention Co-Chair
231-420-0903
director@charlevoixhumane.org
Scott is looking forward to helping organize the 2018 District 
Convention and welcoming everyone to the Boyne area!

Jeff Lawther
Eliminate Fulfillment Advocate
734-320-5812
jlawther@emich.edu
My responsibility is to locate and identify individuals to 
oversee and provide assistance to the activities who's aim is 
to fulfill the pledges that were made to the Eliminate Project in 
the Michigan District

Andre Laubach
Formula Coordinator
586 944 8621
Andre@tull-law.com
The Formula is a Kiwanis international initiative to grow 
membership and strengthen existing clubs as well as build 
new clubs.  As Formula Chair, it is Andre's goal to achieve the 
goals of the Formula in the Michigan District.  

Larry Kirby
Human & Spiritual Values
989-464-2649 
ldkirby02@charter.net.
Please feel free to communicate with me regarding any Spiritual 
and Human Values related issues that you see in your club. This 
will help us determine the direction the Spiritual and Human 
Values responsibilities will develop into over the next few years. 

Nels Haan
Kiwanis Children's Fund
616-608-2674
kigov@aol.com
I am the contact person in Michigan assisting the Kiwanis Children's Fund 
in raising money and promoting the five primary causes the money is 
used to support.  These causes are Kiwanis Service Leadership Programs, 
Grants to the Club and District, Disaster Relief Grants, The Eliminate 
Program and the Iodine Deficiency Disorder Project.

Paul Elsey
Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation Chair
734-771-0552
pelsey@comcast.net

Preston Abadie
Leadership Development & Education Chair
734-752-1015
plabadie@comcast.net
I am responsible for the leadership education and 
development for the Michigan District of Kiwanis.  These 
functions are primarily performed during CLE, FLE, Midwinter 
Growth, and District Convention, and apply to all Kiwanis 
members.

Marge Ballheim
On-To Convention Chair
734-281-0344
fntsytrvl@hotmail.com
Announce the International and District Destinations with information on the sites 
as well as pre and post tours.  Prepare a display of the Convention sites. Available 
to assist members with travel arrangements and questions for the Conventions. 
Contact Tourist offices to obtain destination information for members.

Renea Callery
Partnership Coordinator
313-505-0331
reneakiwanis@gmail.com

Linda Lawther
Past Governor's Council Chair
734-320-5810
lindalawther@comcast.net
The Past Governors work together to mentor our current and 
future leaders as well as act as a resource to develop and 
design new ideas for growth and development in the district. 

Pam Fraley
Past Lt. Governor's Counci Chair
517-521-3382
dpgraley@frontier.com
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Justine Arvizu
Public Relations & Marketing Coordinator
989-928-9216
justinearvizu@gmail.com
As the public relations coordinator I am responsible for 
helping publish news to our members and to grow the 
Michigan Kiwanis brand. I am also a resource available for all 
clubs who may need help with public relations. 

David Goodwin
Risk Manager Chair
734-507-0326
DGoodwin@GLAinsurance.com                
As District Risk Manager, I am the local liaison between 
Michigan District members and the International Office 
for information and input about the Insurance and Risk 
Management programs of Kiwanis International in the US

Hayley Thomsen
Service Chair
734-276-9154
haleylynn1010@gmail.com
The service chair is a new role in our district focused on 
bringing neighboring clubs together for joint service projects. 
By collaborating, more can be accomplished for a larger 
impact on the communities we serve

Stan Nelson
Steering Committee Chair
989-255-4856
sjnelson04@gmail.com
The Steering Committee is comprised of the current District Executive 
Committee, 2 representatives of the Past Governor's Council, current/past 
International officers, trustees, or committee chairs. They research and offer 
opinions relative to resolutions, amendments, and candidates that will be 
addressed during the International Convention's delegate session

Alanna Harvey
Strategic Planning Chair
517-896-0488
alannawh@aol.com 
The strategic planning committee develops and monitors 
the long range goals of the district. We review, revise  and 
approve the Vision and Strategic initiatives to ensure a strong 
future for our district and provide continuity as leadership 
changes

Wendy Brys
Young Children Priority One Chair
517-673-0564
wendybrys@gmail.com
Focuses on children prenatal through age 5.  Early Child 
development

Alex Brace
Youth Protection Chair
517-253-0729
alex.brace24@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE 
MID-WINTER GROWTH

Igniting the 
Leader in 

You!
Saturday, February 17th

8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

MSU Management 
Education Center

Troy, Michigan

$30/PERSON
Registration opens December 4th 

on mikiwanis.org
TO REGISTER

http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/(S(4vlckyu4z5bl4q55q3u4ck55))/Page/24443
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sharing information 
and ideas, while 

mentoring and 
providing leadership 

development 
opportunities to the 

members

Service 
Leadership 

Program

Kiwanis Kids (K-Kids)
Builders Club
Key Club
Circle K
Aktion Club

Engage 
your Service 
Leadership 
Programs as part 
of theMichigan 
Kiwanis Family
“Thank you for supporting your 
district Service Leadership Pro-
grams by your club gift of $3 or $5 
a member which helps cover our 
travel and other expenses. And do 
invite us to be a program for your 
club meeting.  We love to share 
how K-Kids, Builders Club, Key 
Club, Circle K, Aktion Club, and 
Key Leader are providing service 
to local communities and building 
leadership skills.”

Aktion Club Administrator
Sue Devon
517-331-6256
susancdevon@gmail.com
 
Builders Club Administrator
Nicole Gayney
616-322-6299
nicole@grosseilekiwanis.org
 
K-Kids Administrator
Mercia Foster
Phone: (989) 775-8544
Email: merciaj.foster@gmail.com
 
Key Club Administrator:
Bryan L. Crenshaw, 
213 E. Harris St. Lansing, 48906 
Cell: (517) 256-6573, 
Email: administrator@mikeyclub.org

Circle K Administrator: 
Lori L. Stillwell (Rowdy), 
47731 Meadowbrook Dr. Macomb, 48044-2756 
Cell: (586) 295-7957 
Email: lori2547@yahoo.com

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
													

	

• Faholo	Conference	Center	located	in	
Grass	Lake,	MI	-	Visit	their	Website	at	
www.faholo.org		

April 20-22 
2018   

Key Leader 
graduate?  

11th or 
12th 

grade?  

Apply to 
be a 

Student 
Facilitator! 

																																																																																					 																																																																												

													

	

What	You	Need	To	Know	

Who can 
Attend?  

• Any student 14 to 18 years of age 

How much 
does it cost?  

• US$250 Non Key Club Members registration cost 
• US$225 Key Club Members registration cost 
• Cost includes all meals, lodging and program materials for the 

weekend.  

Financial 
assistance?  

• Some districts have scholarships available. 
• Check with your local Kiwanis clubs, school, local businesses or 

other community organizations to see if they can help. 

During a three-day leadership weekend, Key Leader inspires young 
people to achieve their personal best through service leadership. 

 

You will make new friends, experience small and large group discussions, and engage in 
team-building and leadership development activities. 

 

Since 2005 there have been over 30,000 Key Leader graduates at nearly 600 Key 
Leader weekends. 

 

	

Now	is	the	time	to	start	recruiting	for	our	2018	Key	Leader	Event	
WWWgoMi            

Questions?		

Contact		District	Chair:	

Carol	Abadie							
cabadie@comcast.net	

734-624-1190	

WWW.KEY-LEADER.ORG	

Registration	will	be	available	late	January	early	February	
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You Need To Know
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Signature Project

PACK YOUR BACK is a nonprofit organization that is 
committed to enhancing the educational experience for 
underprivileged students. It is our mission to facilitate a 
variety of events throughout the year that help students 
and teachers get the supplies they desperately need in 
the classroom. 

As PACK YOUR BACK continues to grow, we are 
always developing programs to help students reach 
their fullest potential. This year, we are partnering with 
the Kiwanis International Michigan District to launch a 
program titled, “TOTES FOR TEACHERS.”

“TOTES FOR TEACHERS” will allow Michigan teachers 
to get the supplies they need to make their classrooms 
function, such as Kleenex, white board markers, etc. These 
supplies will be delivered to teachers each quarter after 
the PACK YOUR BACK team determines what schools 
are in need, based on funding and nominations. 

As we launch this program, through the partnership 
of MI Kiwanis & PACK YOUR BACK, funding is needed 
to help facilitate this program. In return, your club will be 
featured on a letter inside the tote bags and recognized 
on the PACK YOUR BACK website. Additionally, the 
funds your club donates will go directly towards teachers 
surrounding your club. 

There are different levels of sponsorship, and we are 
humbly accepting any amount donated to support this 
program.

To gain more info on TOTES FOR TEACHERS, and 
how to donate, or have a teacher in your club area schools 
nominated, please visit: www.packyourback.org/totes-
for-teachers. There you will find the application to be 
completed by a teacher.  Totes will be delivered to the 
teachers in selected schools in the following waves:

•  JANUARY 2018
•  MARCH 2018
• SEPTEMBER 2018
• NOVEMBER 2018

If your club would like to support this initiative, please 
contact Galen Miller at gmiller@packyourback.org or via 
phone at (877) 932-5277 Ext. 701.

We hope you are able to support this endeavor and 
look forward to answering any questions you may have.

Galen Miller
Executive Director  |  Pack Your Back

(877) 932-5277 Ext. 701
gmiller@packyourback.org

Renea Callery
MI District Partnership Coordinator
Kiwanis International of Michigan
(313) 505-0331
reneaewi@gmail.com

Sincerely,

PACK YOUR
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All	proceeds	in	excess	of	the	costs	will	be	donated	to	the	Kiwanis	No.	1	Foundation	for	our	“books	for	kids”	program.		
Consult	with	your	tax	advisor	to	determine	the	degree	to	which	your	donation	is	tax	deductible	

	
Detroit	Kiwanis	No.	1	Club	

	

It’s	our	103rd	Birthday	-	Let’s	Celebrate!	
	

Come	and	party	with	your	host,	Detroit	No.	1	Club	-	“The	Birthplace	of	Kiwanis”	and	
	

			Support	our	Literacy	Project	“books	for	kids”		
	

                                                                       
	
Guests	of	Honor:						Kiwanis	International	President-Jim	Rochford		
																																											KI	Past	Int’l	President	-	Paul	Palazzolo	
																																															KI	Executive	Director	-	Stan	Soderstrom(Invited)	
																																															International	Trustee	-	Gary	Levine	
																																															Michigan	Governor	-	Marian	O’Higgins	
																																															Detroit	No.	1	President	-	Frank	Palazzolo	
	

  						 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Must	register	by:	January	16,	2018	
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Return	this	section	for	hardcopy	registration	(Please	Print)	
	
Name:__________________________________________Club:___________________________	
	
Email__________________________________________________________________________	
	
Address:_______________________________________________________________________	
	
City:____________________________________						State:_____________		Zip:______________	
	
No	of	Guests:	_______________x	$55.00	=	___________________________________________	
	
Sorry	I	cannot	attend	but	I	would	still	like	to	contribute	to	the	cause:______________________	
	

	
! Date:		Saturday,	January	20,	2018	

! Location:		Greektown	Casino-Hotel	(Free	Valet!)	
! Address:		1200	St.	Antoine	St.,	Detroit,	MI	48202	
! Hotel	Phone	#:	313.223.2999			

! Block	of	Rooms	(Kiwanis)available	@$179.00/night	
6:00	pm				Check	In,	Cash	Bar,	Meet	&	Greet	
6:30	pm				Buffet	Dinner	

7:30	pm				Keynote	Address	
8:00	pm				Music	&	Dancing	

	 Featuring	DJ	Allen	Carter	of	Carter	Sound	&	Sights		

Mail	this	form	w/check	payable	to:	

Detroit	Kiwanis	No.	1	Club	

P.	O.	Box	2041	
Detroit,	MI	48202	

	
OR	go	to	registration	@			
www.kiwanis1.org		to	download	
form	
	
Contact	Frank	Palazzolo	w/questions	

	313.802.3199	

frankjpalazzolo@yahoo.com		
	

	

	

	

Make	a	day	of	it	in	Detroit!	

! North	American	Auto	Show	Opens	

! Try	your	luck	at	the	slots	
! Hang	out	in	Greektown		
! Explore	Detroit-Travel	Guide’s	Top	10	Destination	

	
	

	

All are 
coming!  
How about 
you?  
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“Kids at Christmas” is the annual 
Signature Project for GR North Kiwanis for 
more than fifty (50) years.  The purpose of 
the project is to help children, who are at 
risk of not having “Christmas” (no toys, no 
gifts, etc., etc.).  

The project has evolved over the years.  
We have always used the Kent County 
Access program to help find families.  In 
recent years, we were not satisfied that we 
were reaching enough very needy children, 
so we reached out to the local inner-city 
grade schools, where we have members 
who tutor, and we have “Terrific Kids” 
programs in place. 

 We surveyed the teachers, first to see 
if there were kids who are “underserved” 
and most likely would not have much of a 
“Christmas”. 

The process is that we deliver 
nomination forms to the four inner-city 
grand schools- Palmer, Coit, East Leonard 
and Aberdeen on October 1st.  We collect these three weeks 
later.  We take the next week to find the 100 neediest kids.

At our board meeting in October, we passed a budget 
of $8000, $2000 of which would be donated to St Alphonsus 
Church NE Pole Toy Store, and the remaining $6000 would 
buy other gifts for the kids.  We also set a goal to help 100 
kids.

 St Alphonsus Church is a partner.  The church (located 
in the core neighborhood of most of our needy kids) asks its 
parishioners and community partners to donate new toys and 
money so that they will have $75,000 worth of toys.  

In the church gymnasium, they set up a toy store.  They 
post three 2 hour shopping times.  Any family registered in 
the food pantry data base, can come in and buy new toys 
at 10% of the retail cost with a maximum of retail value of 
$150 per family- volunteers help people shop for the toys and 

then wrap the toys before the parent leaves.  
The Toy store serves all of the needy in NE 
Grand Rapids.

We divide the club into teams of two- 
we give each team an equal number of 
children and a budget of $60 per child (plus 
any other donations).  Members contact the 
parent or contact person (three families had 
an interpreter for the parents), verify the 
number of children, address, contact info, 
etc.  

Christmas 2016 was the best ever, as 
we served 100 very needy children- we had 
three homeless families, and three refugee 
families (non- English speaking).  The teams 
first set up for the family to shop at the NE 
Pole Toy Store- 80 of the 100 kids had gifts 
from the Toy Store- The teams then find a 
time to go shopping with the parent for the 
rest of the gifts.  The parents can take the 
gifts home and wrap them or the teams can 
wrap and deliver to the home.

We had two other partners besides St Alphonsus- Meijer 
and Walmart- Meijer donated $960 in gift cards, and Walmart 
donated $300 to our foundation which covered the cost of 
families buying the toys at St Alphonsus.

This project brings out the very best from our members.  
Every able bodied available member is involved and spends 
time helping.  26 members worked on the project with the 
total hours being 350.

This year’s project was significant as it helped us we gain 
two new members.  Kurt and Kelly Lang came to two of our 
noon meeting the weeks prior to the NE Pole store at St. 
Alphonsus, and asked if they could help at the store.  Needless 
to say they joined and then also helped with a family.

We work at using the Kiwanis brand as St Alphonsus had 
use of the logo for their publicity, as well as the four schools.   
We also make good use of our website and Facebook page.

Signature Project
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Club News

Our Club has had a long term 
relationship with the Garden City Rotary 
Club.  The main partnership has been 
a joint sponsored Christmas party for 
disadvantaged Children in the Garden 
City School system.  It has all the 
elements of a Christmas party (Santa, 
presents, food and entertainment).  
Serving around 200 children, it has been 
a success. We also assist and support 
each other in other events.  Recently 
our club has joined with the Westland 
Area Jaycees (Westland, Garden City 
and Wayne) in painting fire hydrants 
in Garden City.  Our involvement with 
the Jaycee project led to discussions 
with the Jaycees about projects that 
each club has and that might better be 
served by joining forces.  Traditionally 
the Westland Area Jaycees have had 
an event called “Touch A Truck” at 
which children could climb all over 
various types of trucks and mechanical 
equipment.  Traditionally our Garden 
City Kiwanis Club has had a “Kids Day 
In The Park” that we sponsor at which 
we have inflatable equipment that the 

children can climb on, bounce on and 
slide on.  We also have face painting, 
finger printing, cookie decorating 
etc. and entertainment including 
balloon animal making.  Normally we 
get approximately 200 children and 
their parents/grandparents at our 
event.  By joining our project with the 
Jaycees project, the number of children 
attending rose to over 600 plus the 
adults.  We are making good friends 
within both clubs which can lead to 
a more positive future for our club.  
At present we are a club of about 60 

members in a town of around 25000 
residents.  Our newest joint project is 
with the Garden City library and the 
Garden City Hospital.  We started an 
informational project called “Books 
For Babies” with the help of our Library 
Director who found appropriate material 
to give to the hospital for distribution to 
new Garden City mothers.  Included in 
the material is a book and a number of 
pamphlets explaining the advantages 
of reading to babies pre and post birth.  
Also included is the babies first library 
card.  Below you can see pictures of 
these partnerships.

Kiwanis Club of Garden City encourages partnerships
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Celebrating life of Flat Rock teen 
Activist, Ryan Sergent, on the 20th 
Anniversary of his passing, the Kiwanis 
Club of Woodhaven teamed up with An 
Apple for Ryan and schools throughout 
the Downriver Community, to deliver 
7,000 pounds of nonperishable food 
to eight local pantries on Saturday, 
October 7th.  This was An Apple for Ryan 
and the Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven’s 
nineteenth consecutive annual delivery.

Schools from Flat Rock Public 
School, Gibraltar Public School, 
Southgate Public Schools joined with all 
eight Woodhaven-Brownstown Schools 
to collect food the first week of October..  
Porter-Clark Chiropractic office also 
served as a collection location for both 
food and financial contributions.

Kiwanian Paul Elsey, said, 
“Kiwanians were concerned about 
picking up 336 cases of purchased food 
from Aldi’s on Thursday evening.”  The 
Woodhaven High School Hockey team 
stepped up and the food was moved 
within an hour.

Saturday morning, a team of 44 
community volunteers met at Bates 
school at the eraly hour of 7:30 am 
to load four buses with food.  Once 
the buses were loaded, our crew was 
off to deliver food.  Starting with Our 
Lady of the Woods in Woodhaven, next 
Faith Lutheran Church in Brownstown, 
Community Lutheran Church in Flat 
Rock, Gibraltar Food Pantry in Gibraltar, 
Southpoint Community Christian 
Church in Trenton, Downriver Food 
Pantry at St. Patrick’s in Wyandotte 
and finally to the Downriver Salvation 
Army in Wyandotte.  Volunteers return 
to Bates about 11:00 am tired, fulfilled 
and knowing they kept Ryan Sergent’s 
spirit of Community Service alive in our 
community.

Club News

Woodhaven 
Kiwanis Teams 

up with the 
Community
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This year, like every year, 
the Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven 
celebrated Veteran’s day by preparing 
breakfast for the residents of Piquette 
Square.  Piquette Square is a 150-unit 
apartment project in Detroit to house 
and care for homeless veterans.  
Piquette Square offers support 
services to help the veterans become 
self-sufficient and re-enter into the 
community. 

Meeting early in the morning, 
Kiwanians and friends, carpool down 
Brush Street in Detroit.  Once there, 

the preparation begins.  The grills 
are set up, pancake batter prepared, 
sausage put in the oven, and coffee 
pots are perking.  In short order, 
under the direction of Kiwanis Mike 
Gyolai, breakfast is prepared and 
veterans from the Piquette Square 
join Kiwanis for breakfast in the 
community room.  The tables are 
decorated with placemats made by 
the fifth graders at Bates Elementary 
School in Woodhaven.  

 The real fun begins after 
breakfast with raffles are held and 

prizes distributed.  Under Kiwanian, 
Rosemary Robbin’s, leadership, 
Kiwanians make pillows representing 
the branches of the armed forces.  
Woodhaven Senior Citizens make 
quilts and blankets for the veterans.  
However, the most important part 
of the day is the conversation and 
story swapping that goes on between 
residents and Kiwanians.

 Cheryl Allen, Manager of 
Volunteer Services, at Piquette Square 
thank all the Kiwanians for taking the 
time to honor our Country’s veterans.

Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven
Kiwanians Mary Evans, Beth LaBelle and Barb Gallaway serve breakfast.

Piquette Square veteran Odester Lawrence proudly displays the handmade pillow 
she received from the Woodhaven Kiwanis.

Piquette Square veteran Thimothy Johnson proudly displays the 
handmade quilt he received from the Woodhaven Kiwanis.

Piquette Square veterans Rodney Smith, Samuel Schosson, and Anthony 
Brantley enjoy the breakfast provided by the Woodhaven Kiwanis. The 
placemats were made by fifth graders at Bates Elementary School in 
Woodhaven.

Club News
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Kiwanis hopes to launch new clubs in Lincoln Park 
and Taylor to join the eight existing Downriver clubs. 
“Many of the Downriver Clubs focus on their specific 
areas,” While Kiwanis is worldwide, they make a 
significant impact Downriver. Kew said last year more 
than 94,000 children Downriver benefited in some 
way from a Kiwanis program, and the eight Downriver 
clubs put in more than 23,500 hours of community 
service.

A major project of the Allen Park Kiwanis, is the 
Harold Duda Tot Lot, which has handicap accessible 
play equipment.

“They spruced up an existing park that was there,” 
Kew said. “It’s an amazing park and it is always packed 
with kids – they just love it.”

She said the Allen Park Kiwanis Club received a 
generous donation of more than $1 million through 
a member’s will, with the only stipulation being that 
the money be used to help people with impairments, 
which led the club to create an accessible playscape.

“They have all kinds of equipment over there that 
is wheelchair friendly – there are hands-on, motor skill 
things, so that is really their baby,” she said.

The club sponsors several school leadership 
programs that promote volunteerism and teach  team-
building. “A huge focus for us is service leadership 
programs, for every age, from elementary through 
college, which is unique to Kiwanis,” she said. “None 
of the other organizations meet the whole spectrum, 
so we really work on building leaders from the time 
they are starting school all the way through college 
until they are ready to step out into the adult world.”

She said she sent a young man from Flat Rock 
High School to a Kiwanis leadership weekend, and by 
the end of the weekend he was eager to start a Key 
Club at his high school.

“The switch in his motivation was incredible,” 
she said. “When he went back to school on Monday 
he found a teacher that would agree to sponsor the 
club, he went to his principal and got permission and 
he had 33 students signed up by the end of that first 
day.”

Kew said Dearborn’s Fordson High School Key 
Club went to Flat Rock High School and helped 
launch its Key Club and taught the students what they 
needed to know.

Kew said she helped create the Greater Gibraltar 
Club last year because she saw what she considered a 
gap in coverage. It meets at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Gibraltar Community Center, 29340 S. Gibraltar Road, 
Rockwood, and is currently building a wheelchair 
ramp for a young girl in Lincoln Park.

“They have been chartered now since May,” Kew 
said. “They just hit the ground running. They are doing 
amazing service within that community, and they are 
a club that is willing to reach out of their community.”

Downriver Club hopes 
to launch new clubs

For the Kiwanis Club of Whitmore Lake, 2017 earmarks 
the 70th Birthday of the club.  Throughout the club existence, 
Whitmore Lake has been honored to serve the Michigan 
District with Lieutenant Governors and Past Governors.  Club 
President, George Brown, was the first ambassador and a major 
proponent of the life-changing event, Michigan Key Leaders. 

While the Kiwanis Club of Whitmore Lake is a small club 
with seventeen members, the club is mighty.  Our members 
have passion to support children – it’s vital for us that we build 
better, stronger, civic-minded leaders within our community.   
As Kiwanians, we work together by uniting resources and 
responding to the needs of our community.  As forward thinkers 
and different makers, Kiwanis is a mighty force in Whitmore 
Lake to improve the lives of others.

Our club sponsors two service leader program:  Key Club 
and Builders’ Club.   Whitmore Lake High School has over 70 
Key Club members!  Key Leader has made such an impacted 
in the high school that honor society students are required to 
be members of Key Leader.  Eric Kobeck, Whitmore Lake High 
School Science Teacher, is the Key Club Sponsor.  Kiwanis works 
with the Whitmore Lake Elementary School to support Builders 
Club for Sixth Graders.  This year’s club theme is “Building a 
Better Community”.   Aimee Taylor, Whitmore Lake Elementary 
Physical Education and 5th/6th Grade Teacher, is the Advisor, 
and champion, for Builders Club.  

Nothing puts smiles on faces like children and family-filled 
events.  The Whitmore Lake Club sponsors numerous fun-filled 
events and community gathers throughout the year from the 
Community Easter Egg Hunt and the 4th of July Parade to the 
Elementary School Pumpkin Carving Contest and Community 
Trunk or Treat event.  With Kiwanis, each event is geared to 
bring the community together and keep children first! 

How does the Whitmore Lake Club make it happen?  The 
Annual Christmas Tree Sales, 5K/10K Run, GoFundMe and 
Corporate Sponsorships are fundraisers that support the Annual 
Kiwanis 4th of July Parade.   The Kiwanis Rummage Sale Store 
helps the club raise funds to sponsor many children programs 
such as the Dictionary/Thesaurus program, children sports 
activities, High School Service Clubs, Student Scholarships, the 
weekend backpack food program, Feeding His Sheep. 

There is nothing wrong with being small.  At the Kiwanis 
Club of Whitmore Lake, big things are completed in mighty 
ways!  Small but mighty…that’s the Kiwanis Club of Whitmore 
Lake.  www.kiwanisofwhitmorelake.org

Small but Mighty – Kiwanis 
Club of Whitmore Lake

Club News
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Change Your 2017-18 Directory
(Also make appropriate changes on pages 20-25) 

NEW CLUB: BAY AREA, DIV. 3

Little Camilles By The Bay, 51093 
Washington St., New Baltimore, 2nd & 4th 
Tues, 6:30 PM

Pres: David Malkiewicz, 
7307 Edlane, Clay Twp., 49001-3015 
Phone: (810) 499-1241 
Email: bldrmalk@aol.com
Sec: Olivia Tate Nicholas, 54091 
Chesterfield Rd., Chesterfield, 48051-1651 
Phone: (586) 864-0586 
Email: otn@tachyoncorporation.com

ADRIAN, DIV. 11
Sec. Sharon Taylor, Phone: (517) 902-8477

BATTLE CREEK, DIV. 12
Pres. Tami Pitale, 
c/o Old National Bank, 
140 Columbia Ave. W., 
Battle Creek, 49015-3351 
Phone: (269) 420-1291 
Email: Tami.Pitale@oldnational.com

COLONIAL PLYMOUTH, DIV. 2
Pres. John Gould Filios, 
41933 Riverwood Ct., Canton, 48187-2489

COOPERSVILLE AREA, DIV. 14
Sec. Catherine Meintsma, 
481 Harrison St., Coopersville, 49404-1135 
Phone: (616) 885-6564 
Email: cmeintsma@aol.com

DOWNRIVER WEST, DIV. 5
Sec. Linda Myer, 
Email: LMyer.DWK@gmail.com

GLADWIN, DIV. 19
Pres. Angela Bigham, 
c/o Chemical Bank, 245 E. Cedar Ave., 
Gladwin, 48624-2207 
Phone: (989) 426-4547
Email: angela.bigham@chemicalbankmi.com

GRANDVILLE HUDSONVILLE, DIV. 14
Pres. Josh Wiser, 
Email: joshw@chowhoundpet.com

KIWASSEE, MIDLAND, DIV. 10
Sec. Karen Adams, 
Phone: (989) 878-1483, 
Email: twa447@att.net

LAPEER SUNRISE, DIV. 17
Pres. Victor Martin, 
Email: vmartin@lapeercounty.onmicrosoft.com

LIVONIA EARLY RISERS, DIV. 9
Pres. Melissa Pilzner, 
c/o Sigma Financial Corp., 17324 
Farmington Rd., Livonia, 48152-3158

PONTIAC, DIV. 7
Sec. Jean Boyer, 1267 Candlestick Ln., 
Rochester Hills, 48306-4211 
Phone: (248) 618-4572 
Email: geewhiz432@aol.com

ROGERS CITY, DIV. 21
Sec. Jean Garratt, 
168 North First St., Rogers City, 49779-1667 
Phone: (248) 561-0033 
Email: garr4@sbcglobal.net

SHOREWOOD, DIV. 1
Sec. Colin Casey, 
5701 Whitfield Dr., Troy, 48098-5113

SOUTH LANSING, DIV. 16
Sec. Sandra Stevens, 
Email: sandi.stevens1959@gmail.com

CLUB MEETING PLACE/DATE 
CHANGES
ANN ARBOR, DIV. 6
Kiwanis Activities Center, 
100 N. Staebler Rd., Suite C., Mon., Noon

DETROIT NO. 1, DIV. 1
Detroit Athletic Club, 
241 Madison Ave., 1st Tues., Noon; 555 
Bistro, Greektown Casino, 
555 E. Lafayette, 3rd Thurs., 5:00 PM

LINDEN, DIV. 17
Linden Hotel Crow’s Nest, 
122 E. Broad, 1st Wed, Noon; 
Shiawassee Shores Club House, 
1515 W. Rolston Rd., 3rd Wed., 6:15 PM

PORT HURON, DIV. 3
Rix’s Rooftop Restaurant, 
511 Fort St., 6th Floor, Tues., Noon

INFO FOR ADDITIONAL 
INDIVIDUALS 
GOVERNOR-ELECT
Larry Memmer, full cell phone no. is: 
(262) 227-5583

LT. GOVERNOR, DIV. 14
Ellen Eich (Harvey), 
17293 Ferris St., Gd. Haven, 49417-9452 
Club: Tri Cities, Gd. Haven-Spring Lake 
Cell: (616) 502-0902, 
Email: e_eich@yahoo.com

KEY CLUB ZONE ADIVSOR (Divs. 9-12)
Lisa Lambright, Email:llambright@tlccu.org

KEY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT CHAIR
Jyoti Presad, 
Cell: (517) 290-1851, 
Email: membership@mikieyclub.org 
(Replaces J. Levitt)

CIRCLE K CLUB BUILDING CHAIR
Morgan Brown, 
Email: morgan.e.brown@wmich.edu

KIWANIS OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATION 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan Foundation
3011 West Grand Blvd. Ste. 218, Detroit, 
48202
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In Memoriam

Active Clubs ............................................ 159 
District Beginning Membership  ............. 4246
Reporting Members Nov. 1, 2017 .......... 4329
Members

SLP
MEMBERS

Net Gain 
+83 members

                         CLUBS     PAID MEMBERS
K-Kids 13
Builders Club 42
Key Club 117 2116
Circle K 15 265
Aktion Club 24 68

PRESS
as we go to

2016-17 FINAL
Governor’s MEMBERSHIP TROPHY

Congratulations to the Lapeer club for being the 
overall winner of the 2016-17 Governor’s        
Membership Trophy Award!

Lapeer +8
Shelby Golden K +7
Linden +6
Brighton +5
Jackson +5

 
Net gain is from 10-1-16 thru 9-30-17 and includes 
only clubs with at least a net gain of +5 based on 
official membership numbers supplied by Kiwanis 
International.

On behalf of the members of Sarnia-Lambton Golden K,           
I wish to extend this invitation to you, your fellow members 
and partners to join us for this annual bi-national celebration 
and banquet. 

This is a preliminary notice of this event and I will provide 
more details regarding our keynote speaker,  ticket price 
etc. in due course.   Bobby Moo Young, District Governor of 
the Eastern Canada and Caribbean District has confirmed 
that he will be one of our honoured guests that evening. 

April 25, 2018 will mark the 30th Anniversary of this banquet 
and we are looking forward to a wonderful night of food, 
fun and fellowship as Kiwanians when we will celebrate and 
affirm the special bond of friendship that members in both 
countries cherish and enjoy.

Please share this advance notice with fellow Kiwanians and 
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Allan McKeown
Amckeown1@cogeco.ca
519-542-3661
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30th Annual Canada 
 U.S.A. Goodwill 

Banquet

Wednesday April 25, 2018 | Lambton Inn, 
Sarnia, Ontario

RUSSELL K. WOINOWSK
 Ann Arbor Western
MICHAEL L. GORDON
 Burton
RICHARD POTTER
 Charlotte
CARL V. TAYLOR
 Colonial Plymouth
WAYNE L. ROBESON
 Dearborn Outer Drive
FRANCIS R. MERCER
 East Lansing

MARVIN HAIGHT 
Grand Rapids North
ARTHUR F. KOESTER
 Lt. Governor 1988-89
 Grosse Ile
HAROLD S. MILLER
 Jackson
ROBERT NANKEE
 Kiwassee, Midland
DAVID L. MEYER
 Lt. Governor 1983-84
 Petoskey

GEORGE DUDITCH
 Shorewood
JOSEPH PTAK JR.
 Southgate
FRANK H.VITOUS
 Swartz Creek
EUGENE J. MANDZIUK
 Utica-Shelby Township
DR. WILLIAM E. FENNEL
 Ypsilanti

Ann Arbor +5
Woodhaven +5

Net gain is from 10-1-17 thru 10-30-17 and 
includes clubs only with at least a net gain of +5 
based on official membership numbers supplied by 
Kiwanis International.

2017-18
Governor’s MEMBERSHIP TROPHY


